DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
He was obviously pleased at having rescued himself from the biographical current.
While giving expression to his thoughts he holds the long, thin hands together, the fingers interlocked. When he comes to the climax of his argument he releases them and shoots them upward and outward in a very forcible way. It is the expression of a man who has been stimulated to thought, who has been accustomed to draw practical conclusions and express them with a definite gesture.
"Seeing that you have lived for so long a time completely withdrawn from the real life of the world, you must have devoted yourself almost entirely to reading."
"When I was eight years old," he answered, "I began to read in our little village. The parish priest had a small library which contained stories by Nieritz and other such works, which he lent to the more gifted students. I read through the whole library. But it was not until later, in the big town of Briinn, that I came into touch with the outer world; schools and theatres and clubs and so on. Soon I purchased a French grammar and studied it right through; but I couldn't manage the pronunciation. The local director of police had a young
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